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EPF CAMPAIGN ON ACCESS TO HEALTHCARE: UNIVERSAL COVERAGE FOR ALL BY 2030.  
BRUSSELS, 18 January 2017 – In critical times for the sustainability of people-centred health systems, the European Patients’ Forum (EPF) is launching a major campaign on universal access to healthcare. A long standing priority for EPF and its membership, we need to shape an approach that works for all citizens and patients.
The alarming figures from the latest ‘Health at Glance’ report[footnoteRef:1] from the Commission and OECD, show that a substantial patient population is not regularly covered for health care costs. This echoes our campaign’s main message: It’s time for change and action!  [1:  http://www.oecd.org/health/health-at-a-glance-europe-23056088.htm ] 

The campaign will build on political momentum at the EU level, while basing itself on the UN Sustainable Development Goal calling for Universal Health Coverage for all by 2030.
“It’s time for substantive measures that improve the situation of patients in Europe. We call on the EU and Member States to work together to achieve truly accessible health and social care services”, stated Marco Greco, EPF President. 
The backbone of our campaign covers five action areas that will trigger reflection and induce development of measures, achieving Universal Health Coverage for All by 2030. These include: 
1. Providing Quality of Care across the EU
1. Committing to Sustainable Investment in Health
1. Encouraging Affordability of Healthcare Products and Services
1. Ensuring Access to a Holistic Range of Health and Social Services
1. Ending Discrimination Patients Are Facing in Healthcare

Nicola Bedlington, EPF Secretary General, pointed out: “The unique approach of our campaign will allow us to advance on a wide range of policy areas pertinent to universal access”. In the next 12 months, with the help of our members and partners throughout Europe, the campaign will pinpoint avenues towards universal health coverage by 2030, and support Member States in their commitment to achieving this goal.

Come and join us to make Universal Health coverage a reality for patients in Europe!
#Access2030

END
EPF currently represents 67 members, which are national coalitions of patient’ organisations and disease-specific patient organisations working at European level, and. EPF reflects the voice of an estimated 150 million patients affected by various chronic diseases throughout Europe.
EPF’s vision for the future is that all patients with chronic and/or lifelong conditions in the EU have access to high quality, patient-centred equitable health and social care.
The EPF strategic goals focus on areas such as health literacy, healthcare design and delivery, patient involvement, patient empowerment, sustainable patients’ organisations and non-discrimination.
www.eu-patient.eu 

Contact Person : 
Mr. Laurent Louette
Communications Officer
laurent.louette@eu-patient.eu
+32 (0)2 280 23 35
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	This press release received funding under an operating grant from the European Union’s Health Programme (2014-2020). The content of this press release represents the views of the author only and is his/her sole responsibility; it cannot be considered to reflect the views of the European Commission and/or the Consumers, Health and Food Executive Agency or any other body of the European Union. The European Commission and the Agency do not accept any responsibility for use that may be made of the information it contains.
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A STRONG PATIENTS’ VOICE TO DRIVE BETTER HEALTH IN EUROPE




