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CPME

The Standing Committee of European Doctors (CPME)
represents national medical associations across Europe.
We are committed to contributing the medical
profession’s point of view to EU and European policy-
making through pro-active cooperation on a wide range
of health and healthcare related issues.
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1. Cooperation with national patients’ associations in 
Nordic countries



Examples of work on common agenda

common surveys, common media engagement, feature articles, opinions

Areas of cooperation

Patient involvement, Patient empowerment Overcrowding of hospital beds

Umbrella associations

Danske Patienter Danish Medical Association

Denmark

https://cpme.dyndns.org/OWA/redir.aspx?C=433c8e20df364788b4cf5758d1ed8e7a&URL=http://www.danskepatienter.dk/about-danish-patients


Denmark



Denmark



Norway 
Similar experience as Denmark

http://legeforeningen.no/Nyheter/2015/-Vil-styrke-samarbeidet-rundt-pasienten/
http://legeforeningen.no/Nyheter/2015/-Vil-styrke-samarbeidet-rundt-pasienten/


ICELAND

Umbrella associations

No umbrella association  Icelandic Medical Association

Areas of cooperation

Creation of an umbrella association for patients



FINLAND

Umbrella associations

No umbrella association  Finnish Medical Association

Areas of cooperation

Creation of an umbrella association of patients
‘The Finish Medical Association has invited all the National Patients’ Associations 
to our house to have a meeting and enhance cooperation to form an umbrella 
organisation already twice and the next meeting will be early next year. ’ The 
Finish Medical Association



SWEDEN

Umbrella associations

Several umbrella associations  Swedish Medical Association

Areas of cooperation

o PAL or a patient responsible doctor
o Equality of quality of care across Sweden

‘The Swedish Medical association has an established collaboration with a number of
patients and patients' rights organisations since the spring of 2015. This collaboration
entails regular meetings and discussions about areas where our organisations can work
together. Most recently it has resulted in some articles and collaboration in certain key
issues. One such article and issue where we collaborate was to inform about the
importance of having a patient responsible doctor, PAL in Swedish and working
towards making it mandatory in Swedish health care. We work together in other
issues as well, one such being to support the right of patients and the right to patient
influence in the patient-doctor consultation.’ The Swedish Medical Association



2. Cooperation at EU level



A strong framework

8 April 2008 
Statement of Joint 
Principles to Guide 

Future Common 
Work

2008-2015
EU projects’ 
cooperation

eHealth

patient 
safety

patient 
empowerment

self-care

quality of 
care

Joint 
statements

health
literacy

Joint 
meetings

Commissioner
for Health

European
elections

Endorsement
manifesto



CPME – EPF cooperation

8 April 2008 Statement 

of Joint Principles to 

Guide Future Common 

Work

http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2008/CPME_AD_consultation_080408_025_EN.pdf


CPME – EPF cooperation
8 April 2008 Statement of Joint Principles to Guide Future Common Work

http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2008/CPME_AD_consultation_080408_025_EN.pdf


CPME – EPF cooperation

Patient safety

Quality of care

Patient 
empowerment

eHealth



CPME – EPF cooperation

http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2014/Health.Literacy.Consensus.Paper.FINAL.PDF
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2014/Health.Literacy.Consensus.Paper.FINAL.PDF


3. Possible ways forward

• To encourage strong co-
operation at national level 
between the medical 
association and the patient 
association(s)

• To co-operate on policy level 
and project level both at 
national and EU level

1 VOICE



Patients are what unite doctors in 
Europe

Dr Katrín Fjeldsted, Autumn 2014, Eurodigest



Thank you for your attention!

For more information:

birgit.beger@cpme.eu
www.cpme.eu

http://www.cpme.eu/

