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Introducing CPME
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• CPME represents the National Medical Associations of 28 countries in 
Europe and works closely with the National Medical Associations of 
countries that have applied for EU membership as well as specialised
European medical organisations. 

• We are committed to contributing the medical profession’s point of view 
to EU institutions and European policy-making through pro-active 
cooperation on a wide range of health and healthcare related issues.



CPME Mission
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• We believe the best possible quality of health and access to healthcare
should be a reality for everyone.

• We see the patient-doctor relationship as fundamental in achieving these
objectives.

• We are committed to interdisciplinary cooperation among doctors and
with other health professions.

• We strongly advocate a ‘health in all policies’ approach to encourage
cross-sectorial awareness for and action on the determinants of health.



CPME Vision
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• Doctors in Europe offer medicine which corresponds to the highest quality 
standards and is accessible to all who need it all over Europe.

• Doctors in Europe enjoy good working conditions; their financial condition 
allows them to practice good medicine and their well-being is upheld.

• Doctors in Europe can practice free from undue interference of 
administration, economy or insurances.



EU mandate in health is limited
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• According to the Treaty “Union action shall respect the responsibilities of 
the Member States for the definition of their health policy and for the 
organisation and delivery of health services and medical care. The 
responsibilities of the Member States shall include the management of 
health services and medical care and the allocation of the resources 
assigned to them. “

• Therefore, EU level action on patient safety includes
 Council Recommendation of 9 June 2009 on patient safety, including 

the prevention and control of healthcare associated infections.
 Council Conclusions on Patient Safety, 1 December 2014.



EU level action on patient safety is possible
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• The Council Conclusions recognize just and blame-free reporting and
learning systems proven to be excellent tools to increase patient safety
culture.

• The Council invites Member States and the Commission to

 Finalise by December 2016 a framework for a sustainable EU
collaboration on patient safety and quality of care taking into account
the results of the Joint Action on PaSQ.

 Explore the feasibility to present a proposal for Council
Recommendations on the provision of information to patients on
patient safety.

 intensify efforts and improve strategies taking into account work of the
Patient Safety and Quality of Care Working Group.



The Patient Safety and Quality of Care Expert Group 
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• The Expert Group brings together representatives from 28 Member States,
EFTA countries, international organisations and EU bodies. The Group
assists in developing the EU patient safety and quality agenda.

• CPME is a member.

• Our experience, supported by evidence, is that Member States and 
stakeholders’ collaborative work in this area is crucial, and their
engagement is best implemented via the EU Expert Group.



EU level action on patient safety is asked for
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In the EU Health Policy Forum CPME along with i. a. EPF plans an initiative to 

• build on the sustainability plan of the EU Patient Safety and Quality of 
Care Joint Action (PaSQ).

• keep the Patient Safety and Quality of Care Working Group engaged and 
running.



Make it happen
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To follow up on and accommodate the Council Conclusions

• maintain patient safety in the EU health programme.

• support actions protecting patient safety, e.g. action against 
standardisation of healthcare services.

• foster exchange of best practise on patient safety.

• keep the Patient Safety and Quality of Care Working Group. 
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CPME policies on patient safety

• CPME response to PSQC consultation on costs of unsafe care, October 
2015

• Public consultation on patient safety and quality of care, adopted in 
January 2014

• CPME response to the Commission proposals on a Council 
Recommendation on Patient Safety, adopted in September 2009

• CPME answer to the European Commission’s consultation document on 
patient safety, adopted in April 2008

• Recommendation on patient safety – Recommandation concernant la 
sécurité du patient, adopted in March 2003

• Patient safety / Clinical risk management, adopted in September 2002

http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2015/CPME.response.PSQC.Expert.Group.Consultation.Unsafe.care.20.10.2015.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2014/CPME_AD_EC.16012014_002.FINAL.EN.CPME.response.Commission.consultation.patient.safety.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2009/CPME_AD_EC_160909_075_final_EN.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/2008/CPME_AD_consultation_300408_105_EN.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/CPME_AD_Brd_290303_10_EN_fr.pdf
http://doc.cpme.eu:591/adopted/CPME_AD_Brd_210902_20_EN_fr.pdf


CPME involvement 

• EU tenders
EU tender on the Promotion of Self-Care Systems in the EU (PISCE)

• Projects
EU-OSHA 'Healthy Workplaces'
The Momentum Thematic Network

• Joint Actions
Joint Action on Health Workforce Planning and Forecasting
Patient Safety and Quality of Care Joint Action (PasQ)
eHealth Governance Initiative Joint Action
PARENT - PAtient REgistries iNiTiative
EUnetHTA

http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19426
http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19087
http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19090
http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19093
http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19094
http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19095
http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19096
http://www.cpme.eu/?post_type=cpme-project&p=19097

