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A STRONG PATIENTS’ VOICE TO DRIVE BETTER HEALTH IN EUROPE 

Brussels, 6 May 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Members and Allies, 
 
EPF/FPP Conference on the Rights and Needs for Older patients, Warsaw, Poland 
 
We have the pleasure to invite you to the European Patients Forum (EPF) Conference on the 
Rights and Needs for Older Patients that will take place at the Sofitel Warsaw Victoria Hotel, 
Krolewska 11 , 00-065 Warsaw, Poland on 12-13 July 2011. The conference  is organised in 
cooperation with the Federation of Polish Patients (FPP), Member of EPF, under the Polish 
EU Presidency. 
 
The current challenges confronting health and welfare systems are well known. 
Demography, sustainability, the shift towards personalised solutions. Where does all this 
leave older patients and their carers? What are the opportunities and threats that confront 
society in addressing these challenges whilst maintaining the respect, dignity and quality of 
life of older patients with chronic diseases? How do older patients fit into the current 
political discourse on ‘Active and Healthy Ageing’? 
 
Following informal talks with the Polish Government and the Federation of Polish Patients, 
the European Patients’ Forum agreed that the rights and needs of older patients is a priority 
area that should be addressed through a designated high level conference.  
 
The conference will include plenary sessions and parallel workshops, enabling interactive 
debate and reflection and focusing on concrete and workable recommendations to move 
forward in the current policy environment. The parallel sessions will be repeated, giving you 
the opportunity to participate in two debates. Your choice can be made in the registration 
form. For each session you will be invited to make two choices: your first preference and a 
second option. We will respect this as far as possible. 
 
The language of the conference will be English and simultaneous translation into Polish will 
be organised. 
 
A conference dinner will take place on 12 July in a traditional Polish restaurant, to which you 
are warmly invited. Should you wish to attend please mention this in the registration form. 
 
The conference is open to older patients and carers, and their representatives from EPF 
member organisations and allies, and other health stakeholders with an interest in and 
commitment to the needs and rights of older patients. Priority will be given to EPF member 
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 organisations, who may send one representative. We would encourage you to send an older 
patient representative, family member or carer wherever possible. 
 
EPF is pleased to cover all expenses related to EPF members’ participation in the conference. 
This includes economy travel in line with our policy, catering and accommodation at the 
conference hotel for one night (if needed). Additional hotel nights can be reserved at your 
own expense at a special conference rate. Participants are asked to make their own travel 
arrangements, which EPF will reimburse.  
 
Registrations from other interested stakeholders are very welcome and encouraged. 
Because of limited space, however, and as we wish to ensure a balanced representation 
geographically and in terms of background, expertise and interest, EPF will make a final 
decision on the places available for other stakeholders. We will also decide on a case by-case 
basis with regard to reimbursement of travel and subsistence of non EPF members.  
 
We attach for your information a background document and the preliminary programme of 
the conference. 
 
Should you be interested in attending, please register online by clicking here by 15 June 
2011. Please note that only online registrations will be accepted.  
 
For more information on this event please contact Véronique Tarasovici at events2010@eu-
patient.eu.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at the conference.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Anders Olauson 
EPF President 
 

 

 
Stanislaw Mackowiak 
FPP President 

 
 
EPF is a pan European patients’ representative organisation manifesting the solidarity, power 
and unity of the EU patients’ movement. EPF currently represents 49 member organisations, 
which are chronic disease specific patient organisations operating at EU level and national 
coalitions of patients’ organisations. EPF reflects the voice of an estimated 150 million 
patients affected by various diseases in the EU and their families.  
 
This conference has been organised thanks to an unrestricted grant from GSK, Novartis and 
Pfizer. 
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