Joint Statement | September 2020

How to harvest long-term health benefits of the
EU4Health programme? – Guiding Principles
The 26 European health organisations of the EU4Health Civil Society Alliance carried out an
informal, joint analysis of the EU4Health Commission programme, following their previous
statement, issued in reaction to the cuts in the health programme.
The key conclusions of the analysis are as follows:
1. Ensuring long-term health improvements by boosting disease prevention,
health promotion and public health action,
2. Ensuring access to care by reducing inequalities in Europe
3. Strengthening European health systems beyond the COVID-19 crisis
The EU4Health Civil Society Alliance also agreed on some common views and principles
that should guide the new EU4Health programme.
1. The EU4Health programme and its budget should address not only the COVID19 recovery, but a sustainable system able to cope with emergency situations
and crises in the future. It should be designed and implemented in a way that
drives public health goals, tackles inequalities and achieves long-term health system
innovation and strengthening.
2. Civil society health organisations are an essential resource in shaping health
policy at national and European levels. They can voice the lived experience and
needs of the populations they represent, including patients, healthcare professionals,
caregivers, public health professionals and ordinary people. Therefore their role in
determining the direction health systems should be taking is also key. As such, they
can help co-design the priorities of the programme and can be key partners in its
implementation. A sustainable, accessible and transparent funding scheme should
therefore be constructed in order to effectively guide and equip civil society
organisations to immediately deliver on the goals of the EU4Health Programme.
3. The role of health promotion, primary prevention and recovery support should
be strengthened and prioritised to improve physical and mental health, and the wellbeing of all people living in Europe.
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4. The EU4Health programme should include actions to support health literacy
and digital health literacy improvements for people of all ages living in Europe,
while strengthening education and training for future-ready healthcare professionals,
patients and caregivers both for prevention, disease management, behavioural and
coping skills, as well as recovery. Emergency preparedness, behavioural and coping
skills are particularly relevant in this context.
5. The focus on cancer offers an exciting case study and template for what
focused EU health cooperation can achieve, but attention should also go towards
ensuring positive impact from the EU4Health programme is delivered for other
disease areas.
6. Special focus should be given to other non-communicable diseases and their
risk factors such as nutrition, smoking and alcohol consumption and develop
the infrastructure to provide help to those in need. Many patients suffer from several
diseases (co-morbidities) and often chronic conditions such as respiratory diseases,
which typically share the same risk factors.
7. Coherence should be ensured with other elements of the EU budget, such as
Horizon Europe, Digital Europe, ESF+ and structural funds, to mobilise resources
and to ensure more health investment and avoid duplication and inefficient spending.
The EU4Health programme should be designed in line with a health-in-all-policies
approach, to facilitate coherence with other key policies at EU level (e.g. research,
agriculture, education, social, environment, employment).This could also give priority
to projects that establish collaborations between projects funded by different - or the
same - programmes in order to avoid duplication of work and to already use
evidence-informed strategies. This will save resources and provide better outcomes.
8. Solid governance and dedicated coordination structure for the EU4Health
programme will be key to ensure efficient, well-designed and thoroughly evaluated
use of resources, also in coordination with the abovementioned EU programmes and
policies. Public interest health civil society organisations, including patient
organisations, should be meaningfully involved in an inclusive and integrated way in
designing and implementing the EU4health programme throughout its
implementation, including monitoring mechanisms.
9. Better harmonised data systems can play a crucial role in strengthening health
systems, improving healthcare quality in Europe and promoting effective disease
self-management. The EU4Health programme should play a crucial role in improving
data sharing, compatibility and inter-operability at European level, both for
communicable and non-communicable diseases, streamlining the implementation of
tools such as Electronic Health Records, e-Prescriptions, and patient registries.
10. Strengthening of EU agencies, in particular the ECDC and EMA, is fundamental
to improve the public health capability at European level and achieve the long-term
objectives of the EU4Health programme. The Covid-19 pandemic has taught painful
lessons about the need to urgently address this issue."

Despite the concerning European Council’s budget cuts, already commented by the
EU4Health Civil Society Alliance in July, the EU4Health programme still represents a
unique chance for the EU to improve population health, healthcare access and quality,
while preventing diseases, reducing unfair and avoidable health inequalities and
bringing innovation to our health systems for the benefit of all people in Europe.
However, its goals will be achieved only through adequate long-term resourcing, and a
forward-looking inclusive and co-developed design, implementation and evaluation of the
Programme itself. Public interest health civil society will be a partner throughout the process!
Next steps: The European Commission published the EU4Health Programme Proposal
and its Annexes. The draft European Parliament report is subject to discussion and
amendments (AM 115-519 and AM 520-1095). The European Parliament will vote about
amendments at ENVI committee level by the end of September and plenary level later in the
autumn, which will then be followed by negotiations with Member States. The programme
should be adopted by the end of 2020 at the latest, as it supposed to be implemented from
2021.
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